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BRIAM SMITH 


MR. DUN: Today is October 23, 2001. The 


time is 813 hours. 


I am Richard Dun, 


New York City Fire 


Department, working with Marisa Abbriano, also New 


York City Fire Department. 


interview with -- 


We are conducting an 


MR. SMITH: BRIAM SMITH, EMT, 5480. 

Q. Brian, can you describe th vents or things 
that happened on September 11? 

A. Yes. Tell you the story now? 

Q. Right. 

A. You want me to follow this thing? 

Q. You know, just go through it, and if you 
remember things, you know. 

A. Initially, we -- like I said it before, we 


had gotten off of duty at quarter of nine. 


I was going 


out to my vehicle to drive home, and we -- my partner 
and I saw the -- right after the first tower had been 
hit, and so we came back inside, and we told them. It 
hadn't even gone over th yet, because initially 
he didn't -- he thought that we just -- 

Q. So you actually saw the first plane go in? 

A. I heard the explosion and looked up, and then 


I saw it start to billow out. 
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So I came back inside, and I told my 


lieutenant, Lieutenant McCarthy -- he was the desk 


lieutenant -- and I told him I was going to go inside 


and get changed, put my uniform back on, because I was 


in my civilian clothes, and that we needed an extra 


unit, and we need to go back out, and, like I said, he 


initially didn't believe us, but then a couple of 


seconds later they came over the air with the 
announcement, you know, "Units, an MCI has been 
announced the Borough of Manhattan," so on and so 
forth. 

So I went inside. I got changed into my 
uniform real quick, very quickly and very sloppily, I 
might add, but we went back into the office. I grabbed 


keys. My partner was outside. He was checking the 


back of the ambulance, because he was going to be 
teching, he's not evoced, so he was in the back, and he 


was going through all the stuff to make sure that we 


had what we needed just to get out on the road. Went 
in and logged on the computer right away. 
Before I left, my lieutenant told me that we 


were going to be 31 Mary, and if they needed us, they'd 


call us, so we got on. I logged on right away and told 


them that we were the next unit available if they 
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needed us, and they told us to proceed to the MCI in 
Manhattan. 

So we left the parking lot, and we started 
going over the Brooklyn Bridge, and we made it down 
that -- it was heavy traffic, but normal Tuesday 


morning traffic, but right by the foot of the bridge, 


it was pretty congested, but with vehicle traffic. I 
guess because they the police had shut down all the 
vehicle traffic going over -- to allow pedestrian 


traffic there, I guess going over the bridge, so 
everybody was bottled up, but I was able to drive up on 
the sidewalk a little bit and make my way to the 
bridge, and they just waved us right through, so we 
were going over the bridge, and when we were -- when we 


initially left out of the station, central gave us a 


cross street to stage. They gave us a spot where they 


said they were going to have EMS staging, but again, 


like I said earlier, I'm not very familiar with lower 


Manhattan. I don't know the street names or, you know, 


it's not like upper Manhattan where there are numbers, 


and that's easy. It's a little tougher down on the low 
side if you don't really know your way around. 


So my partner was trying to look at the 


Hagstrom's and trying to figure out, you know, where we 
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were going, and, like I said, going over the bridge 
there was no other traffic besides us, and the both of 


us were, like, looking out enroute to the alarm. We 


see the -- at this point only the one tower was hit, 


and there was all kinds of stuff coming out of it. 


Looks like paper, and it's smoking, and we were going 


over the bridge, and again, like I said, my partner, he 
couldn't -- we couldn't figure out exactly where we had 
to go once we got off the bridge, so there was an 
unmarked police car coming up behind us. He had the 
light going, and I said, you know, just follow this 
guy. He's got to be heading to the same place. 

So we -- so I said all right I'll just follow 
him in. I followed him in. I got off the bridge. We 
circled around, and we started heading in this 
direction, I guess west. I don't know what street we 
ended up on, because I don't really know where it drops 
you off when you get off the bridge, but all I know we 


ended up somewhere down, like, I guess, in this 


vicinity because where we initially stopped when we 
were heading south, you could see down here. 
I mean, it was -- you know, there must have 


been a crossing somewhere, because you could see there 


is, like, a foot bridge or something somewhere around 
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here, and you could see the tower. No, it was right 
here. I think it was Cortlandt or one of these 
streets. I don't really know. 


So we had stopped because you could tell once 
you got close there was thousands of people in the 


street, you know, like they wer verywher 


Again, I mean, all we wanted to do was find 


out where we had to be staged and where they were going 


to set up the EMS staging, and we got flagged by a 
MetroCare unit, and they said that, yeah, some guy's 
having a heart attack. He had like a 
self-defibrillator, and it's, like, you know, it had 
defibrillated him six times, and I guess they thought 


that we were an ALS unit, because I told them -- I 


said, "Listen, we are just another BLS unit. You know, 


we can't do anything more than you guys can. We can't 


tie up two ambulances and four EMTs with one guy having 
a heart attack. I mean, you know, who the heck knows 
what the heck is going on over there." 


While all this is going on -- and again, I 


only know this because of how many times I kind of 


replayed it and trying to fit everything into the time 
of events. 


The second plane has to hit either as we are 
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getting off the Brooklyn Bridge or just as we are 


meeting that throng of people, because by the time that 


we get down to Liberty Street, the second tower is 


already hit, and, like I said, going over the bridge, 


only the one tower was hit. So, I mean, it must have 


happened in just, you know, that minute or so that we 


made our way over to Manhattan. 


Like I said, there were a lot of people, and 
we could see the trade center. Again, like I say, I'm 
kind of confused by the whole layout. As many times as 
I look at this map -- this is actually one of the best 
maps that I've seen so far, but we start making our way 
down, and we ended up a couple of blocks away from the 
trade center when there was -- like, it looked, like a 


court building or something on the right-hand side as 


you are going down Liberty, and because there's steps 
going up, and there was some police there, and there 


was a fire truck. 


Q. Maybe that was Liberty Plaza. 

A. It might have been. I don't know. 

Q. Liberty Plaza is right here. 

A. That might have been it. Do you know if 


there were steps over here? 


Q. Yeah, there's steps. Black marblite, a dark 
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color building? 


A. Yeah. I think that's it. Might have been 
this. 

Q. So you were on Liberty and Church, Trinity? 

A. Liberty and Trinity. 

Ox Which turns into Church. 

A. Right. So we ar like I said, I'm kind of 
guessing, but we were basically, like, right here, and 
there is a -- I think it was a sergeant or a 


lieutenant, I don't recall, but he was directing some 
kind of traffic. I think he had a helmet on, but I 
stopped, and we asked him. I said, "You know, 
sergeant, do you know where they are setting up 
staging?" And he tried calling on the radio, and he 
tried, and it was so much radio traffic at that point. 

Like I said, it was bedlam, you know, at that 
point. It was just, you know, crazy. Nobody really 
had a clear sense of what the heck was going on. In 
fact, when we were going over the bridge we were 


hearing reports on the radio that after the first tower 


had been hit, we heard that it was a plane that hit 


it. We heard that two planes hit at the same time. W 


didn't know if a bomb went off. We didn't know exactly 


what was going on. It wasn't like you could see a wing 
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sticking out of the building. You know, it wasn't 


anything obvious. 


So we went to we were there, and the guy 


said to us -- he said "Listen, I don't know where they 


are setting up staging, but I haven't seen any 


ambulances down this way, and I know that there is -- 


that they have some people that are hurt at the 10-10 


house," and he said, "No ambulances or anything down 
there, so, you know, maybe you could do something over 
there." 

So I said, "All right, we'll go down there." 
So we went down. We went up to the 10-10 house. As 
soon as we got there, we backed in the engine bay, like 


you guys have seen where it is, so if you are looking 


at the front of the building it's the engine bay on the 


left, and there was a captain there, one of the fire 
captains. He wasn't in turnout, but I said to him, 
"Cap, listen, you know " because, like, he was 
captain at the house there. I don't know if he was 


from Ladder 10 or from Engine 10, but we backed it in, 


and the guy said, "Yeah, we got a bunch of people 


injured in here, seven or eight people, some of them 


hurt pretty bad. If you guys want to grab a couple of 


people and run." 
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I said, "All right. Let me get out a take a 
look," and the guy said, "Just make sure you back it 


all the way in, because there was a lot of debris, and 


there is a lot of stuff going over the building. 


Like I said, by this point, Two World Trade 
Center is on fire. You know, like you can look all the 


ways up to the top, you know, I mean, there's quite a 


bit of damage up there. Like I said, the second plane 
had already hit it. 

Q. People jumping at that point? 

A. Not when I first got out of the ambulance. 
They were plenty of jumpers to come, but not at that 
point. If there had been, you know, like I said, I 
didn't notice. 

Q. Was there a lot of debris when you were 


pulling up into the firehouse? 


A. Yes. 
Q. You saw a lot of debris? 
A. A lot of debris on the street. All the ways 


over here. 


Q. All the way up to Church? 
A. Yeah. I mean, I wasn't crazy. It wasn't 
like I had -- I mean, I could drive through it, but, I 


mean, I had, you know, to kind of go around a couple of 
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bigger pieces of debris. 
So we backed into the firehouse, and we got 


out, you know, after a quick assessment of how many 


patients were in there. I kind of guesstimated by how 
much time had passed from the initial incident. I 
mean, again, like I said, coming over, only because I'm 


not really familiar with the way the things are set up, 


I thought that this tower right here is the tower that 
I saw burning on the way in. I don't know that it's 
this tower burning, because when you look at the bottom 
and you look up, it's tough to get a sense of where it 
is in proportion to the top of the tower. 

So I figure maybe 20 minutes went by, 15 
minutes. Like I said, it's kind of hard to tell, 
because time is kind of like -- it was like in slow 
motion, but we got out. I got a quick assessment of 


the amount of patients in there, you know, immediately, 


and, like I said, some of them were pretty bad, so I 


said to the captain -- I said, "Cap, listen. I haven't 


seen any ambulances over her ither, and what we are 


going to do is, being that everyone is going to be 


familiar with the firehouse over here, you know, we are 


just -- we will take this station over, and we are 


going to -- my partner and I are going the set the 


12 
BRIAM SMITH 


station up as a triage station, and I'm going to radio 


out to dispatch, and we'll let them know what we are 


doing, but I need a few guys to give us a hand," and 
the guy's -- you know, he was, like, whatever you need, 
you just let us know. We will do whatever we got to 


do. And I said -- I asked him if he had anybody there 


that was medically trained. I figured there was an 


engine company there that maybe they have some CFR 
guys. He said, "I don't have anybody, no CFR, 
nothing." He's like, you know, whatever you got, you 
got. 

There was a volunteer firefighter from 
Commack on Long Island. He worked in the trade 
center. He came over, and he's, like, you know, trying 
to offer his services, I guess, and, you know, so the 
captain gave this guy to us to help out. He said the 


saying thing, like he wasn't medical or anything. Like 


he knew CPR or something. So I don't know what his 
last name is. I just know his name was Rob, but -- 


So I said to the captain -- I said, "All 


right, listen. Again, we are going to take the station 


over in the name of EMS" and I don't recall how I told 


him we were going to commandeer the station, but like I 


said, he was pretty willing to go with it. 
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So I said to him -- I said, "I need every 
chair in the station, you know, whether kitchen chairs, 


chairs like this, you know, chairs in someone's office, 


rolling chairs. You name it. I need every single 
one. I need it set up behind the ambulance. I need it 
to look like a movie theatre. It's got to be nice and 


neat, because that's for the walking wounded as they 


start to make their way into the firehouse." 

I said, "I also need every pillow, every 
blanket and any of the mattresses that you can get from 
any of the bunks upstairs. No metal frames or nothing, 
just mattress, and we are going to take the entire 
other side of the engine bay and just lay them on the 
ground. It's got to be nice and neat, and that was 
where we were going to start putting unstable patients 
and our critical patients." 


My partner and I are going to start MCIing 


these people. We are going to start triaging them. So 
we did. Like I said, some of the patients wer som 
of them were, you know, hurt not too bad. I mean, you 


know, like, injuries that were significant, but nothing 
life-threatening. Some bad lacerations, some -- 
OF Walking wounded. 


A. Yeah, walking wounded kind of stuff. There 
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were some that were worse. There was one lady who was 


burnt up pretty bad. She had her shoulder -- all the 


skin off her shoulder was burnt off. Parts of her arm, 


her leg, her hair was all burnt, and I remember her 


fingers were burnt also, and, like, when they swell up 


when you get burnt real bad. 


In fact, the guy, Rob, I said to him -- I had 


to show him how to use a ring cutter, because I had to 
cut the woman's rings off because they were swelled up 
so badly, and she was, like, in shock, you know. She 
was just sitting here like this while we were cutting 
the rings off, and I know it had to hurt, but she 
didn't -- she looked like she didn't feel a thing, and 
the plasma was just, like, dripping just off her 
finger, you know. It was -- she was burnt pretty 
good. 
So we dressed her wounds, me and this guy 

Rob. My partner -- there was an Oriental guy. His 
name was Fu, and this guy had a broken hip, at the very 
least a dislocated hip. He had a pretty significant 
hip injury. 

Q. Were there a lot of people coming into the 
firehouse looking for help? 


A. Yeah, there were a lot of civilians. There 
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were a lot of civilians that was still just kind of 


near the front of the firehouse that weren't triaged 


yet. Like I said, w I mean, between the two of us 


we must have maybe got six, seven, eight triage tags 


written out, and, you know, the MCI tags, and put on 


people. I mean, name, injury, and then we rated them, 


pulled the tag off at the bottom. 


So we went to while we were doing that, 
like I said, this guy, the Oriental guy with the broken 
hip, I showed my partner real quick how to immobilize 
it with a KED, so he immobilized -- he started to 
immobilize the fracture with a fireman. The other 
fireman set up the chairs behind the ambulance, started 


setting up the blankets and everything else. 


Q. At this time, the buildings were still 
standing? 

A. Yeah, they were still standing, and it's a 
shame. If the buildings didn't come down, you know, I 


know that some, you know, some EMS captain or chief 


would have walked by and said, damn, this is a nice 


triage station. I mean, it was looking pretty sharp. 
So to answer, I guess, next question. That's 
where we parked our apparatus, and we didn't really get 


too much in the way of civilian reports, but, like I 


16 
BRIAM SMITH 


said, I spoke initially to that captain. He gave us 
some firefighters to work with. He was sending guys 


outside, and at this point is when I started seeing 


jumpers, because the civilians that were still out by 
the front were screaming, "Oh, my God, my God," and 


then I walked out to the front of the firehouse, and 


then they were just, you know, hit, you know, just 
coming off the building, and, you know, hitting the 
ground maybe 20 feet away, whatever it was. 

So I said all right. I got to go back 
inside, and I told the captain also to let any of the 
firemen know, because they were all up and down the 
street. They were everywhere, and I said to him, "Cap, 
listen, just tell your men, tell anybody else that 
walks past the firehouse that the 10-10 house is being 


set up as a triage station. This way, if they run in 


to any civilians out on the street, they can direct 


them this way. We can at least triage them real quick 


and then, you know, once they start rolling ambulances 


and stuff, we can start getting people taken care of." 


So they started letting everybody out on the 


street know that the 10-10 house was going to be set up 


as triage, and we -- and shortly thereafter, there wer 


a couple of firefighters that came into the station, 
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and they said that there was a brother that was hurt 


out on the street pretty bad. He had been hit in the 


head with a piece of falling debris, and that he was - 


you know, that he was in bad shape, and they -- 


initially the guys weren't like, I guess, word of 


mouth was just getting around, and they didn't know 


where he was, so that the captain was like, all right, 


let's figure out where we are going to send you guys, 


and once they -- once we had a general vicinity, they 


just kept pointing down Liberty, like down in this 


direction. 
Q. To the west? 
A. Yeah, to the west. That captain said, "All 


right, you know --" again, we were just trying to get a 


sense of where it was. So I grabbed two firefighters. 
There was a Stokes basket laying on the ground. I 
said, "Guys, grab the Stokes. Come with me." 


I grabbed my tech bag, told my partner that I 


was going out to go get this guy and initially, like my 


partner, he got kind of frantic. He was like, you 
know, I'm not leaving you, I'm not leaving you, but I 
said, "You know, just sit tight. I got to go out, and 


I got to see if there is somebody out there. I'm going 


to bring him right back in. Don't worry about it. 
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T'll be all right." 

So I went out and I started heading down west 
on Liberty, and again, like I said to this point, I 
don't know anything as far as, you know, plane or 


anything else. 


om Did you ever try communicating to CB that you 


were doing this at the 10-10? 


A. Yeah, yeah, central dispatcher, yeah. 
Q. You notified them? 
A. Sure, sure. I let them know pretty much 


every step of the way. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I called them up, and, I mean, I didn't tell 
them that I was going on the street, but I told them, 
you know, I told my partner that I was heading out and, 
you know, I let them know we were setting up the triage 
station at the 10-10 house. 


So we -- I started heading down West on 


Liberty with two firefighters, and again people wer 


people were still, you know, leaping out of the 


building 20 feet away, whatever it was, and they were 
-- you know, you had to walk like this, because they 
were landing so close, and there was still a lot of 


stuff falling from the building. There was a lot of 
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debris on the street, but, again, like the whole point 


I don't really s any there is not a big wing or 
anything hanging out. For all I know, someone, you 


know, hid a bomb on the 80th Floor, blew it up, and, 


you know, I'm just seeing the remnants of everything 


that's going on. We don't have any specifics. 

Q. You don't have to follow that. Just keep 
going. 

A. Okay. So we started heading down trying to 


find this guy, and, again, like I said, there was 
firefighters all over the street, there were guys 
everywhere, and the first indication that I had that it 
was a plane crash, I remember -- because I'm color 
blind so it's hard for me to distinguish different 
colors, especially when everything is gray, because it 
had -- really had kind of a gray look to it, because of 
all the dust, you know, but there was like a bank or 


something here, and there's like a fountain, I guess, 


right in front of the bank. 
I'm trying to remember everything in that 20 


seconds I'm going past it, but I remember there was 


life jackets everywhere, the yellow in-flight life 


jackets, and that the contrast of the yellow against 


all the gray, you know. It stood out. It was easy for 
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me to pick it out, and I remember thinking as I saw 


that, you know, I guess it must have been a plane 


crash, because where the hell else would you get a 


bunch of yellow life jackets in the middle of 
Manhattan, you know. 
So, yeah, and I looked on the ground to see 


if there was anything around, and I didn't see 


anything, so I thought, you know, maybe it was an empty 


plane, who knows, but we started going a little further 
down. Like I said, it was a long walk before we 
started getting to where this guy was. I've been down 
there since, because I went down there on one of the 


family trips the Fire Department had, and I tried, you 


know -- they got that platform up there? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I tried to see from there to where the 10-10 


house is, and I'm trying to figure out how far down I 


went, because, like I said, I tried -- 


Q. Did you go into the Westside Highway? 

A. No, no, no. 

Q. That's a big multiple highway, so -- 

A. Okay. No, no, no. I definitely never left 


Liberty Street. I just don't know how far. 


QO. You went down a block or two maybe. 
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A. I went down maybe a couple of blocks, and I 


remember that you have to kind of cut back a little 


bit. You have to cut back a little bit, and because 


there was a lieutenant on the street. I asked him 


where this guy was, and he said that, "He's, you know, 
down that way aways, but, you know, stay under the 


awnings. There's a lot of stuff coming down." 


And then I started walking, and I slipped, 
and I looked to see what I slipped on, and it was this 
guy's head. It was like a mush head, you know. It 
wasn't solid like a head, you know. I guess it was 
from the explosion or whatever. It was like a mush 
head. I could still see it was someone's head, and at 
that point, I took -- I tried to take note at what 
basically was on the ground around me, and then 


that's -- there was a lot of body parts there at that 


point. I mean, it was -- I mean, it literally carpeted 


the sidewalk. You couldn't tip toe through it like a 


mine field or nothing like that. You couldn't, like, 
you know, like you are dodging dog crap or something. 
I mean, it was -- basically just it was everywhere, you 


know, and I remember I -- again, I took a couple of 


seconds to take notice of what exactly it was I was 


looking at, and some of it you could tell what it was 
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you know, some of it was identifiable and some of it, 


you knew it was from a person. You didn't know what 


the heck it was. I mean, I seen a lot of dead in MVAs, 
dismemberments and stuff, but some of it was just, you 
know, I just had no idea. I mean, just from the 
explosion and from the fall and everything else, it 


kind of, you know, turns people to mush. 


I don't know if you -- you need to know about 
the details of the bodies and stuff right? 

Q. So did you ever get to the firefighter that 
was hurt or not? 

A. When I started get to go that stuff, I saw 
down where the guy was. They pointed down to him maybe 
a hundred feet away. He was -- four firefighters 
picked him up on a long board. I mean, you could see 
his head. His head was, you know, was in bad shape. I 


don't know if this guy lived or whatever, but from 


where I was standing, from my perspective it didn't 
look too good for him, but he started running down the 
other way. He was heading down towards the Westside 


Highway on Liberty. 


So at that point I said to these two guys -- 


I said, "Listen, I don't know where he's going, if they 


have something set up down there, but let's get the 
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hell back inside the firehouse." I said, "There's just 


too much shit falling down. We are going to get -- we 


don't want to get killed out here." 
So we started making our way back to Liberty, 
back to the 10-10 house down Liberty. We stopped at 


this corner because there were two concession stands. 


You know, the little carts that got the donuts and 


stuff in it, coffee trucks? 

There were two there, and I said to these 
guys, I said, "Hey, listen. I want to get out all the 
liquid stuff, all the water, the juice, ice tea and all 
that. I want to set up a rehab station inside the 
firehouse also, and this way we will have it set up for 
the firefighters that are going to be working there." 

I mine, when I was setting up this thing in 
the 10-10 house, I was expecting to be there like for 


24 hours. I was anticipating setting something up for 


a long-term operation, and, you know, I certainly had 


no idea that all those plans would be spoiled shortly 


thereafter, but -- and the thing is, like, with city 


firemen, these guys are funny, because it's like they 


have, like, two main things, you know. One thing is 


they just love to get like an order, like, you know, 


they just need like someone to tell them do this, do 
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that, and so after I said this, they like one of the 


other favorite things they love to do is break stuff, 


and they -- both these guys put their hands on the 


cart, and they are, like, let's knock it over. 


I said "Hey, guys, whoa. There's enough 
stuff destroyed out here." There was a lock about that 
big on it, you know. Don't you have bolt cutters or 


something in the firehouse? They were, like, yeah. I 


said,"Let's go get the bolt cutters," I said. You 
know, I don't want to break anything more than is 
already broken out here. Let's, you know, let's just, 
you know, relax, try to be a little calm about this. 
So we went back in the firehouse, saw my 
partner. You know, he said, "You know, how bad is it? 


Is it bad out there?" I said, "Yeah,, it's pretty 


bad." From the time that I saw the first jumper to 


that point, there was like six, seven jumpers, plus all 


the stuff. 
QO. Your partner's name? 
A. Brian Gordon. You want his shield? 
Q. Yeah. 
A. Shield No. 5548. I know what it is, but -- 
Q. We just got a name to clarify that. 


A. Brian Gordon. 
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So these guys grabbed the bolt cutters, and 
we ran back out to the concession stand, and it was the 
concession stand on the west side of Greenwich, I 
guess. It was right here. Like this is where the 


10-10 house is, because it was on -- there was like a 


street, because the 10-10 house is, like, on the 
corner, whatever it is, so I went back out there, cut 
the lock off the cart, opened up the door, and there 
was some milk crates in with butter and milk and stuff, 
and I threw out the milk and the butter, and filled it 
up with ice teas, Snapples and waters and stuff, gave 
it to the one guy that was with me and I said, "You 
know, take this into the firehouse. Put it against the 
wall. I'll set it up when I get in there." 

So that guy split, and I started doing the 


other one, the same thing, emptied it out, and started 


putting some stuff in there, and I heard this sound, 


and, you know, it wasn't until -- it wasn't until I saw 


the news, it wasn't until I'm able to replay events and 
where I was and what exactly was happening, because, 


like I said, as far as I know, there is only one plane 


that's hit at this point. I mean, it sounded like a 


plane coming in. It sounded like a jet engine getting 


ready to land on my head, you know, and I remember I 
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started to hear it. 
I looked at the guy, and I said, you know, 


like, run, and we started hauling, and we started 


running down towards the 10-10 house. There was guys 
all over the street, all these guys. These guys were 


history, because -- 


Q. Civilians you are talking about? 
A. No, firefighters. There weren't all that 
many Civilians. I mean, they were out there, but when 


we started running into the 10-10 house, I mean, from 
the time that I hear that first sound, to the time that 
the eventual concussion hits me, it couldn't have been 
more than four seconds, but, like, as I go through 
this, it's like slow motion, you know, like everything 
got slowed down. 

And so we started running, and the 
firefighter was ahead of me. I don't know if he was 


from Engine 10 or Ladder 10. He was from one of the 10 


companies, because he had it on his helmet, and when we 
-- by the time we got into the engine bays, they were 
completely clear. There was nobody in there. They all 
ran to the back of the building, like the kitchen area 
in there. 


The only guy that was still in there was the 
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Oriental guy Fu, because he couldn't get up and walk, 


and this poor bastard was crawling his way to the back 


of the building, like an animal that gets his hind 


quarters run over, you know. It was horrible, and I 


remember the firefighter was running, and he ran past 
him, and I remember I thought to myself -- I said, oh, 
man, you know, now I'm going to have to stop and try to 
grab this guy, and as the sound is coming, getting 


louder and louder, you know, it really feels like it's 


about to fly in the front door of the of the fire 
house. 

QO: Talking about the second plane crashing? 

A. Not the second plane crashing. This is the 
building coming down. 

QO. Okay. 

A. To me, it's the second plane crashing. 
That's what it sounds like. 


Q. That is why I wanted to clarify that. 


A. Yeah. Again, like I said, I only know this 
because at the time I'm watching on the news and 


everything, afterwards. From where I was, you couldn't 


(inaudible) so we started running. 


I stopped. I picked up Fu. I grabbed him by 


the KED that we had on his waist and his hip, grabbed 
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his shirt, and I started to drag him and looked behind 


me, and then it was just like "bam," and it came so 


fast. It was like a bomb went off, you know, and it 


just hit me so suddenly, you know, and it picked me up, 


picked me right up off my feet and threw me a good 30 


feet through the air, because now you can imagine where 
the ambulance is. I'm on the other end of the bay 
Side. Ain't nothing blocking the -- you know, between 
the street and me, and it just hit me and sent me 
flying and sent me closer to where the gear racks 
were. They moved them since, because I've been down 
there, but the gear racks were set up on the left-hand 
side behind where I set up all the chairs. 

It sent me past that part, and I got to the 


back of the gear racks and hit down face first, and 


then I felt the rush of everything coming behind me. I 


felt things coming by, hitting me, and it was just a 


sound, like whoosh, and I liken it to being hit by a 
wave on the beach, you know, because that's kind of 


what it felt like. I mean, the stuff was so heavy I 


thought I was being buried. 


I thought I was going to -- it felt like 


people were just dumping, you know, dirt like it was 


shooting at me, you know. It was so thick and heavy, 
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and at that instant, I really felt like I was going to 
be buried, like that's how I was going to meet it, you 


know, and I took a breath, and then the blast came, and 


then there was you know, like I said, that wave of 
crap and everything else that hit us, and then I opened 
my eyes, and I couldn't see anything. It was just 
black. I mean, black as you can imagine. I mean, you 
can't close your eyes and get that black. 

And I stood up, and I thought to myself I 
have to -- I said I can't take another breath. You 
know, the next breath is it, you know, and it was just, 
like, kind of like a quick silence right after it 
happened, and I'm a volunteer firefighter out on the 
Island for seven years, and, you know, like, 
firefighters stuff started kicking in, and I thought to 


myself I got to get a Scott pack, you know, I got to 


get one, because I can't breathe. If I breathe, I'm 


going to die. I had one breath. I could hold it for 


you know, a good 30 seconds or so, and I got to find 
air. 


First thing I thought was, okay, I'm going to 


go out to my unit, because I work for a Haz-Tac unit. 


It has two packs on it. I run out to grab a pack, and 


I said, oh, I'm on an extra unit. So I'm ina 
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firehouse. There's fire trucks here, and at that 


instant, I pulled my shirt up over my face, and I got 


ready to take my next breath, and I remember as I was 


doing it I thought to myself, you know, this is going 
to be the last one, you know. 


So I was breathing in, and my entire inside 


of my mouth, my nose, my throat, anything that was wet 
inside down the whole way down was instantly dirt, you 
know, like I was hacking and coughing, and it was 
horrible. 

So I tried to make my way towards where the 
back of the firehouse was. People at this point 
started screaming. People were trying to push past 


each other. You couldn't see anything, but you could 


feel people, like, grabbing on to you and trying to 
push you out of the way, and I found there was -- I 


think it was a Port Authority cop. He had a white 


shirt on. He had a white shirt on, and he looked lik 
he was walking with a purpose, so I figured I think 


I'll follow this guy, because I was -- you know, kept 


saying, "Does anybody know where the exit is to this 


building?" Because I thought maybe all that crap was 


just in the firehouse. Little did I know that the back 


of the building is blown out, and the street is right 
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behind it, and, you know, it's just as dark out there, 
but, I mean, when you can't see your hand in front of 
your face, you don't know what's going on, you know, 
and, you know, just survival stuff is kicking in, you 
know, and I remember I followed this guy into like a 
corner of the kitchen, and he turned around, and, I'm 
like, what are you doing? He said, "I don't know. I'm 
trying to find a way out." 

You know, I -- I remember thinking a lot of 
things, you know, and I thought to myself, my hopes got 
kind of dashed. I thought maybe I was, you know, 
heading, you know, to a final way out, and I pictured 
it was like -- I felt like I was on the Discovery 


Channel, you know and they show stuff, like, the 


That was when I was picturing. The people 


are screaming, and there's complete chaos. You can't 


see anything. You can't breathe, and I didn't know how 
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many more -- I mean, I know I couldn't keep breathing 
this crap, but eventually it starts to calm down a 
little bit. 
My partner was -- I heard my partner 
screaming my name, and I grabbed him, and he was just 
-- you know, he was beside himself. He was pretty 


upset. I said, "It's all right, Brian." I said, you 


know, "We are here, let's try to figure out what's 


going on. Let's try to relax a little bit," and 


actually he said -- we got separated again, because he 
went out towards the engine bay again, and I'm in the 
kitchen, and I tried walking back out to the engine 
base, and I heard on my radio, because I think we 
already switched to Brooklyn North again, because 
initially we were on citywide. You couldn't get on the 
Citywide frequency to your save your life, so congested 
going over the bridge. It was nuts. 

So I remember hearing him screaming on the 


radio, you know, 31 Mary, 31 Mary, just, you know, 


yelling a Mayday, saying that we were trapped in a 


building, you know, that it was -- you know, there was 
rubble. We couldn't breathe. We were injured. We 
took heavy casualties. You know, that basically we 


were taking a pretty solid beating, and then when I saw 
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him again, I was getting ready to radio. He said, "I 
already called them." I said, "Yeah, I know." I said, 
"You can't give these guys a message like that." I 


said, you know,"We will have to figure out what we can 
figure out here, but, you know, you're screaming like 


that, somebody else is going to come running in here 


trying to get us out, and they are going to get killed 


out there, too. Let's just let everybody try to figure 
out where they're at right now. Let's take it, you 
know -- try to think this through." 

So I pretty much relayed the same message, 
but in a -- you know, in a much calmer fashion, you 
know, for the sake of everybody else that was out 
there, and there were people that were screaming. Like 
I said, the dust was starting to settle a bit. You 


could see. I mean, not all that well, but there were a 


lot of people that got hurt, that got broken legs, and 


a firefighter that just -- he got a tibia fracture. 


A lot of people (inaudible.) So I grabbed my 


partner, and I walked to -- you know, we were in, like, 
the engine bay area, and I said to him, "Brian, listen, 


before we do anything else, we got to kind of figure 


out whatever I need to know where you are at, we are 


on the same page here, you know." 
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I said to him -- I said, "Basically this 
point we have two options. Option No. 1 is there will 
be -- salvage whatever we can out of the ambulance, 


because at this point it was in bad shape, but I mean, 


there was still some stuff that could have been taken 
out, so we can salvage it, pick our way through the 


rubble, try and find our way out of here and just run 


to Brooklyn and don't stop until we hit the water, 
maybe swim back to the battalion. Whatever it takes, 
we got to get the hell out of here. 
I remember it was pretty funny, because I 
remember he looked at me, and he said to me -- he says, 
"There is only one option. We are getting the hell 
out of here. I'm not dying with these people here." 


He's, like, we are going to get killed. I said, "Well, 


let's let me just go through Option No. 2 before I 


make a decision." 


Option No. 2 is that we stay, that we treat 


every patient that we have, because there is no EMS. 


There is nobody here. I said, "You know, if there is 


anybody that was out in the street, those guys got 


wiped out. I said, "There is nobody else here to help 


them." I said, "I can't, you know, in good conscience 


leave these peopl I said, "I'm staying, and, you 


3D 
BRIAM SMITH 


know --" I said, "I can't leave anybody behind," and he 


said, "All right, I'm with you," and he's like, I'm not 
leaving your side. 


I said, "All right. Now that we have a plan, 


let's go implement it." We went inside, and we 
splinted the guy's leg. We got him -- he was on an 
long board. Like I said, things started to settle a 
little bit. There were firefighters inside and outside 


the firehouse. 

I went into the kitchen area where there were 
civilians, everybody kind of congregating and did like 
a -- you know, everyone had three seconds to do their 
thing. I said, "I don't want to hear your history. I 
don't want to hear what kind of medicine you are 
taking. What hurts? You know. My arm is cut. What 
hurts?" You know, and I went through the whole thing, 


20 people, 30 people, whatever it was. 


So at that point, we started to assign people 


to pick people up that couldn't walk, pass them out the 


window, assign people that, you know -- that couldn't 


walk, but, you know, without help, but could basically 


kind of carry some of their own weight. Okay, listen, 


you two guys help him, and let's go out the back door, 


start walking down the street. Walking wounded were 
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getting I mean, everybody was making their way out. 
Fu was still in there. He was out by the 


back exit. I remember because I went upstairs to check 


to see if there was anybody up there. I went past him, 


and he was pretty worried that we were going to leave 


him, but I assured him that we weren't going to. 

So we went to -- we went upstairs. There 
were a couple of more people up there, got them out of 
the building, and we basically -- we emptied out pretty 
much the whole building. I mean, there were still some 
scattered guys there, firefighters and stuff, and one 
of them, Gordon says, he is one of the captains. I 
didn't make the recognition. He was wearing turnout 
gear, so I didn't really got to see who it was, but 


this guy Gordon and myself walked back out to the 


engine bay area, because, like I said, there was a lot 


of debris out there. 


I didn't know if people were buried. I said 


okay, before we leave the house, let's get a shot out 


here. Is there anybody out here? We're screaming, and 


just waiting and listening, you know, to hear if 


anybody responds, and nobody responded, so I said, "All 


ea 


right. There's nobody to dig out here." I said, 


"Let's get the hell out of here," you know and that's 
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when the -- we started to hear the sound of the next 
tower coming down, and again, it sounded like a plane. 


When we were in that house, and we started 


hearing it coming down, I thought that this plane -- 


I'm thinking the third plane is hitting, you know. 


Little do I know that the first plane already hit, and 


the second plane hit, and the tower came down, and I 


think the towers are still up, and I remember 
consciously thinking there is no way that this tower 
came down, because when I was out there before, and I 
looked up, I mean, I thought to myself, all right, the 
collapse zone on the structure fire is one anda half 
times the height of the building, which puts me 
somewhere back to Brooklyn. I said, "That thing comes 
down, we are all dead. You know, nobody could live 
through that. You know, it's crazy." 


So like I said, after that, you know, what I 


think is the second plane, but was really actually the 


tower coming down. I mean, there is no way in the 


world for me that I'm thinking that this thing went 


down because of the damage I figure it would cause, so 


Fi 


I think it's a plane, and again, when the Tower 1 comes 
down it sounds just like a plane, and it was so loud. 


You know, the energy of all the steel and the concrete 
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and everything else giving way, and I guess the rush of 


air. 

We started running, and we ran into the 
bathroom just behind the apparatus bay, so we started 
heading to the back of the house on the left-hand side, 


and the three of us ran in there, and we got in the 


corner on the floor, and the three of us were praying. 


I had the firefighter on my left and my partner behind 


me, and we were just kind of like huddled on the ground 
real low, and then it hit, and, you know, we kind of 
got, like, pushed into the wall, and the same thing 
with the smoke and the dust and everything else. 

You couldn't see. You couldn't breathe, and 
it lasted awhile, you know, and eventually it starts 


again. It starts -- the blast part of it is over, and, 


you know, like things are starting to settle down a 


little bit. You can hear there's a lot of noise 


outside, stuff falling, stuff falling apart, whatever 


it was, and I remember I was laying there on the floor, 


and I heard water running. I thought it was weird. I 


thought, you know, we were in the bathroom. I thought 


someone was taking a leak, you know, and I said, "What 


the hell is that?" I said -- you know, and the two -- 


the other two guys, I mean, they wer they wer 
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shaking. They were really upset, and they were crying, 
and I said, "Hey, is someone taking a leak in here or 
what?" And these guys, they were laughing. What are 
you talking about? 

I said, "Listen, I hear water running," and I 
got up, and there was a sink above my head, and it was 
weird, like I think about it now, but I leaned forward, 
and I turned the faucet off and the water stopped, and 
I said -- I remember, I talked to the guy (inaudible) 
hey, guys, listen, you know for whatever reason, we 
were spared here. We still got work to do. Let's go. 

And we got up, and we just got back into the 
mode again and just started getting up and running to 
do our next thing, you know. 

So we went to -- we got up. We started -- 
again, we made another sweep of the firehouse. Nobody 
was left in there. Went to the back of the building. 


Fu was on the ground, and there was a couple of 


firefighters outside, and then they are, like, looking 


at us, you know, you're EMS, and they were, like, can 
we pick him up. We need a back board, you know. I 


said "You guys are worried about immobilization? 


You're crazy. let's just pick this guy up and get him 


the hell out of here." I said, "What are you worried 
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about? You going to make him a paraplegic? He's going 
to be buried in here. You guys got to be kidding me." 

So we picked him up, and we tried doing like 
a soldier carry with our arms on each shoulder, and it 
just wasn't working out, because he wouldn't let go of 
his briefcase, and he was whacking us in the face with 
it, and no matter how much we tried to make him let go 
of it, he wouldn't let go, you know, and we come to 


find out the guy has like half a million dollars in 


cash in his briefcase, you know, and really it was a 
Lot. == 

Q. It was one million cash. 

A. It was like the mafia movies. You flip the 
briefcase up and you see all the hundreds stacked in 


there. I was, like, holy cow, you know, he wasn't -- 


he would not let go. Because we offered. We said, 


Look, we'll carry it if you want us to." He would 


not let go, so eventually we were, like, what the hell 
are we going to do with this guy? 


So we just picked him up and carried him on 


our shoulders, like legs over here, arms over here and 


basically just took turns trying to carry him. 
Now, we come out, I guess from this map 


because the bag of the firehouse is blown out. I guess 
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this is Cedar here, so we come out onto Cedar, and we 


tried going back and forth, and everybody out there is 


telling us that all these intersections are blocked off 


with debris, you can't get through, but eventually we 


make it out to -- I can't figure. 
Ox Thames. 
A. To Thames, I guess, because we start heading 


in the direction of Rector. 

O%. Thames. 

A. So eventually we get down that way. I don't 
know if we make our way back to Greenwich or to 


Trinity, get down in that direction. To be honest with 


you, I got very turned around, 1983 -- wherever 10 
Rector is -- you know. 
Q. You know, that is not really important. You 


made your way down. 


A. In that general vicinity. We get down there, 


and we carried Fu down that way, and we get into this 


building, and I remember the reason why we stopped in 
there was because there was clean air. I mean, there 
was so much garbage and debris on the street, you can't 
see a damn thing, and our eyes were burning, and I 
said, "You know, we're going to get killed out here 


walking through that crap," and it wasn't like you 
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looked up and said, oh, you know, the towers are gon 


You couldn't see two feet in front of you, you know, 


above, below, whatever it was. You couldn't see your 
hands in front of your face. 

So, we stopped at this building because a guy 
at the door, he opened the door, and I remember looking 


inside, and there was clean air in there, and I said, 


"We got to get in there," and I said to the guy, "How 
many stories in this building?" He said "27 stories." 

I didn't know whatever became of Fu, but he's 
like the comic relief in this story, but anyway -- so 
we make our way down to Rector Street. We get in there 
and, again, like I said, I mean, it was kind of like a 
toss-up. Do I go in this big building or stay out on 
the street? And I was like, I get to get some air. I 
can't even see anymore. My eyes felt like Mace, you 
know. 

So we went inside, and there was a security 


desk right in the middle of the lobby. It was a big 


lobby, you know, and we went in there. We put Fu down, 


and there were people in there, you know, like maybe 


20, 30 people, and, you know, I said to the guys at the 


security desk -- I said, "You know, are there still 


people in this building?" The guy's like, there's 
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hundreds of people in this building. We told them to 


stay at their desks, and I said, "Jesus Christ. We got 


to get these people out of here, you know. They -- 


these people are going to get killed. You know, I 


said, "We got to get the hell out of Manhattan." I 


said, "We got to try to get as many people out as we 


can," so I radioed out to dispatch. 


I told them the address we were at, and I 


said, "Central, this is 31 mary. You know, my partner 
and I made it into this location. I need directions to 
send these people out to give them -- you know just 
tell them which way to go, you know, and I need 
directions as precise as -- I'm in this building. I'm 
walking out the front door. Do I make a right ora 


left?" 


I said, "Central, I can't s street names. 
I can't see signs. I can't see anything." I said I 


need rights and lefts, you know, and they said, "10-4 


one Mary. We'll call you back with directions." I said 
"Okay." So -- 

Q. Did they ever do that? 

A. Yeah, they did. 

Q. Okay. 


A. And yeah, it was a Brooklyn North 
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dispatcher. The craziness of everything, I don't know, 


you know, who it was, but people were coming up to me 
and saying, you know, are you all right? Are you 


hurt? I'm, like, yeah, I'm fine. Don't worry. Like, 


no, you're bleeding real bad, and I had on a paper 


mask, and I pulled it away it was full of blood, you 


know, and I thought that I broke my nose, because ther 
was blood coming from my nose, blood coming from my 
face. I was cut up, and I said, "I can't feel it, you 
know, so whatever it is isn't enough to worry about. 
You know, we'll deal with it later on. At this point I 
mean, this whole time is just --" is all adrenaline, so 
we were in the building, and we started making 
announcements over the PA system. 

My partner goes into the stairwell. He goes 
upstairs, and my partner went upstairs, starting 
clearing out some of the floors. I was downstairs 


trying to get a handle on things, and eventually the 


central dispatch called me, Brooklyn dispatch calls me 
with the directions, and I was with that volunteer 


firefighter from Commack, this guy Rob. 


Like I said, he worked in the trade center 


and he was familiar with the area. I said to him -- I 


said, "Rob, do you understand what this is? What she's 
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telling me? Because I don't know what the hell she is 


telling me." You know, I mean I know make a right, but 


she was giving me street names, you know, and I said, 


"Rob I don't know what the hell she's talking about." 


He said, "I know exactly where she is sending 


us. I know exactly where I am, you know, no sweat. 
You know, I can handle it." I'm, like, all right, 
great. 


So I cleared all this crap off the desk. 
There was maybe like a hundred people in the lobby at 
this point, and I got up -- like I was, you know, like 
a public speaker in ancient Greece or something, and I 
said, "All right, folks. Everyone has to pay 
attention. You have to pay attention to what I'm 
saying explicitly. Nobody -- if anybody doesn't want 
to listen or want do their own thing, be my guest." 

I said, "You know, your blood is in your own 
hands at that point." I said, "If you want to go home 
and see your families, I have directions. I will get 
you to your family." 


Meanwhile a lot of it was, you know, was BS, 


because I don't know what happened to some of these 


people. I don't know if they know exactly what's going 


on. I'm sending these people to their deaths or 
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anything, but they don't know -- you know, these people 


were just looking for a voice to tell them which way to 


run, you know. 

So basically I said to -- you know, I got -- 
listen, we're going to be walking out of here. We're 
going to be walking out of here single file. Stay 


arm's length away from the person in front of you, 


because if you do anything more than that, you are 
going to lose sight of them and get lost out there. 
There is not going to be any running. There 
is not going to be any cutting, no pushing, no 
shoving,. Basically if we start doing this, people are 
going to get hurt. If you are walking out of here and 
you think you know a better way than what my dispatcher 


is telling me, and you want to make a left when 


veryon lse is making a right, you are going to get 


hit by a plane, a building is going to fall on you, 
some debris is going to fall on you, trip on some crap 
out there. You are going to get hurt. I said, "I 
promise you, no one is coming to get you for a long 


time, because I just came from that direction, and 


there ain't nobody left over there, so you have to 


listen to what I say to the letter" and I could hear a 


pin drop. You know, a hundred people in the lobby, but 
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th choes when people talk, and nobody said a word, 


you know, and I was going through the whole thing, keep 


a mask on your face, breathe in through your nose, out 


through your mouth, try to squint, everything to try 


to, you know, instill in these people that I kind of 


knew what I was talking about. 


People were, like, who do we follow? I don't 


know (inaudible) because initially I pointed to the guy 
Rob. I said, "You follow one person and one person 
alone, and that's the person in front of you. You 
don't stop following until you get to the water." 

I spoke with this guy Rob afterwards, and he 
said to me -- he said, "You know, Brian, when we got 


down to the water," he said, "Its' funny, because as I 


was walking, I felt like the Pied Piper, you know, 
because we'd pick up some stragglers along the way, and 
I'd be, like, get in line with everybody else. 


Just, you know get in line with everybody 


else, and he said that once he started getting toa 


spot in Manhattan where it started to clear out a 


little bit, he said, you know, behind him was -- like, 


I mean you could run a laser beam down it, a straight 


line. These people followed it right to the letter, 


you know, and they all got out of the building, and my 
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partner, you know, he was like -- are we going with 


them? And I'm, like, you know, we can't leave yet, 


there is still more people in the building, and we 
still had Fu. 


I mean, I don't know what the hell to do with 


this guy. I said, "I can't carry this guy back to 
Brooklyn, you know." 

So we did the same thing again. This time I 
went up on the floors. We cleared out the rest of the 
people in the building. Some of the people were 
hesitant. They were, like, we were told to stay at the 
desk. I said, "Listen, if you want to stay by your 
desk and get killed in here, it's your business." 

I said, "You want to go home to your family" 
I said, "I got -- you know, I can give you the way." 


And nobody stayed behind their desk, you know. 


Everybody left. 

So we went to -- down the lobby. Same thing 
again. Filled up the lobby, a hundred people, 150 
people. It was a bigger crowd than the first time 


around. Gave the same speech again, and we didn't have 


any paper masks to give anybody. I know Gordon started 


-- he had the button-down uniform. Started taking it 


off and cutting it into strips so people could put it 
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over their face, and like I said, again, the same 
speech. 

There was an off-duty police officer there, 
and he approached me and said -- I gave him the same 
directions. He knew exactly where I was talking about, 
and so -- 

Q. So you were going and making your way down to 
the ferry, right? 

A. No, I never left the building. 

Q. You were sending the people in the direction 
of the ferry? 

A. I guess. Like I said, I don't know where the 
hell central sent them, but the people who were 


familiar with the area, who were the leaders of this 


group, they knew where they were going. 


All I knew was they made it right out of the 
building. After that I couldn't see them any more, you 
know. 

I have to stop for a drink of water. My 
throat is getting a little dry. 

So anyway, we evacuated the building again. 
At this point, there's nobody left in the building. Fu 
was still in there, myself and Gordon. There was 


another guy, older guy, and his foot was mangled. He 
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couldn't walk on it, and he said to me his name was 
Cribby or Crippy, or something like that. I mean, I 


don't know if he was making a joke because he was, 


like, being crippled or whatever it was, but I know 


that when this group of people had left, my partner 


was, like, you know, are we leaving with this group? 


And I'm like, listen, we could try to manage to carry 


Fu the hell out of here, but this other guy's got to 
weight 250 pounds. I'm not made with that kind of 
strength. I said, "I can't carry that guy." We have 
to wait until eventually vehicles start coming in, 
because this whole area -- and like I said, I don't 
know where the hell I am in -- you know, in relation to 
the trade center, and all I know is I can't see a damn 
thing. 

I mean, it's not black outside, but it's dark 
as hell. You can't see anything, and I said eventually 


a vehicle is going to start coming down this way, and 


when one does we will try to flag him down and, you 


know, throw a patient in there. 


So we waited there for awhile, and I know 


that the whole time that we were in that building I was 


scared, because I thought that -- you could hear planes 


and stuff around flying outside. I mean, eventually, 
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like I said, once I get out to -- once I get into the 


hospital I realized that they're the fighter jets, but, 


you know, I don't know what the hell is flying around. 


Like I said, I can't see anything. 


To me, every time one of the buildings fell 


down, it was a plane coming in, and then I saw -- I'm 


thinking to myself, you know, how many -- LaGuardia and 
Kennedy. I mean, there's got to be dozens of planes 
out there. I'm waiting for the next one to come in any 
second now, you know, and I know that my impulse was 
just to run like hell, and I wanted to get out of 
Manhattan in the worst way, and we were listening to -- 
they had a clock radio in the -- by the security deck, 
and we were trying to listen to it. It was very 


staticky, but we could hear reports of there were -- 


planes were hitting Manhattan, that they were going -- 


that they hit Pittsburgh, that they were trying to do 


ct 


something to Chicago, that they attempted something at 


Camp David, that they hit the Pentagon, and I'm 


thinking Jesus Christ, how many -- there's going to be 


a million planes up there. We are under a full-scale 


attack, you know, and, like I said, I wanted to get, I 


mean, I want to go back out to Long Island, way out 


east where I live. 
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I don't want to be anywhere near the city. I 


want to get the hell out of here, you know, but we 
stayed there, you know, because, like I said, you know 
right from the 10-10 house. I mean, I could have 
walked away, but, you know, I don't think I could have, 
you know, lived with myself if I walked away from 
people that, you know, are going to be stuck in there. 
It's nice to be able to walk away. These 
people didn't have that luxury, so we waited in there 
for awhile, and eventually I could start to hear 
emergency vehicles outside, and I went to -- I went 
outside to see if could flag down. Eventually I 
flagged down an RMP and, you know, just a regular -- 
regular precinct, you know, regular police unit, and I 
said to him -- I said, "Listen, I got two patients 
inside that can't walk, and need to go to a hospital, 


you know. They're hurt pretty bad, and, you know, they 


-- would you guys be able to take them out of here? 


And they were like, yeah, all right, so we 


went inside. We carried the two of them out to the 


car, threw them in the back seat of the car, and I 


remember they wer Fu was like, you know, I never 
forget you, I never forget you. I said, "I know, Fu. 


Get in the car. Get to the hospital." And whatever 
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hospital they went to, I mean, I don't know. I told 
them go to any kind of hospital. 

So they sent those guys on their way, and at 
that point, I said to my partner -- I said, "Listen, 


there's nobody left. You know, there is nobody left to 


treat, or to carry or to save or anything else." I 
said, "Let's start going home, and let's do what we can 
to get back to Brooklyn." 

At that point, we started walking down. Like 
I said, when we started taping again, down towards Wall 
Street. I remember because as we were walking down, 
Gordon and myself, we reached the bull. That's where 
we meet up again with Murray. 
We were with him in the 10-10 house, but we 


got separated when we left, and we eventually -- like I 


said, we meet up with him again, and as we start 
heading down towards Wall Street, and we walked down 


there, and his vehicle was parked somewhere around 


there. I mean, I don't know where the hell it was 
parked, but I know it was definitely in the line of 


fire, because his vehicle took a beating. 


He was, like, listen, my car is not too far 
from here. I'm going to run down and get it. You 


know, because my partner -- he had a sprained ankle. 
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He couldn't walk all that well, and, like I said, I'm 
starting to feeling the pain now. I could feel the 
back of my neck was all swollen. My head was 
splitting, you know, a real back headache. I was 
bleeding, you know, I was sore, and the adrenaline and 


everything else was starting to wear off. 


I mean, I don't know what time of the morning 
it is at this point, but, I mean, I hadn't had anything 
to eat since dinner, three o'clock in the morning, the 
tour before, you know. 

So we went to -- so this guy is, like, I'm 
going to be gone. Hang out here, I'll be back to you 
guys and see if I can get as far as the vehicle and see 
what we could do to drive out of here. He left, and my 
partner and I were waiting down in the street fora 


while. 


Eventually Murray came back. He got us into 


his car. I had to sit on my helmet, because of all the 


glass from the windows were blown in, and the car was 


full of debris. There was so much dust on the street 


you couldn't see anything. In fact, I gave him my 
sunglasses so he could see while he was driving, but 
the windshield was gone, and he -- we started driving, 


and I don't know where the hell he was driving us, and 
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I said to him -- I said, "Listen, all we want to do is 


get back the Brooklyn, because all I want to do is get 


in my vehicle back at Battalion 31 and just drive --" I 
knew we had to go to the hospital. I told him let me 
drive out to Long Island. You know, a Long Island 
Hospital, because I'm imagining like these war stories, 


you know, like, being on the stretcher in the hallway 


in some hospital with the lights flickering on and off, 
and I'm looking like this, and, again, like I said, 
we're expecting the next wave of assaults coming in. 
I'm, like, the last thing I want to do is be in -- I 
don't want to be anywhere near the city. I want to get 
the hell out of here, and so we started driving down -- 


started driving down Wall Street, and we made a stop at 


100 Wall Street. I remember the address because we saw 
a conditions truck, and I remember stopping, and I 
said, you know, let's -- you know, maybe it's a 
Brooklyn boss. You know, if it is, we'll hook up with 
this guy, because he's, like, let's go back to 
Battalion 4, and, you know, we'll go to the hospital. 
You guys get checked out. 

I said, "Listen, I don't want to go anywhere 


in Brooklyn. I mean, in Manhattan." I said, "I want 


to get back to Brooklyn." Whatever it takes. I don't 
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know care if I got to walk over the bridge and carry 
Gordon the whole way. I said, "I got to get the hell 
out of here." 


So we went to see where this guy was a boss 


out of, and we got out, the three of us. We walked 


into the building 100 Wall Street, and, like I said, it 


was dusty as hell. There wer mergency vehicles going 


this way and that, and the lieutenant comes out. Hey, 
how you doing, lieutenant, you know, we're a Brooklyn 
unit. We are trying to see what we can do to try to 
get back to Brooklyn, and ended up this guy was -- he 
—_ 

The guy was an idiot. I mean, I don't know 
what his name is, but this guy was -- I'd really like 
to meet him, because I'd really like to know where the 
hell his head was, because, I mean, if you could 
imagine, I mean, my partner and I, we got our asses 
kicked in a really serious way, you know, and I'm 
bleeding, and we're covered with dust, and my partner 


can't even walk, and he sees the two of us come 


strolling up on the building, the three of us, and he 


says, "Oh, good. I'm glad you guys are here. I have a 


patient inside, and I need you guys to hang out with 


her, you know. I got a few other calls I got to run 
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to." 

What's wrong with the patient, you know? He 
says,"Well, she's -- she fainted and she's feeling a 
little weak, a little dizzy, a little nauseous, and, 


you know, just the excitement of everything has got her 
a little frightened, and she's a little lightheaded." 
I said, "What, are you kidding me?" You 


know, and the guy is, like, don't worry about it. I 


called an ambulance. They should be here in a couple 
of minutes. Just hang out with her for a little while, 
and I said, "All right." 

You know, this guy gets in his truck and 
leaves us there, you know, and I remember there was -- 


you know, we must have looked like the two biggest 


jerks in the whole city, because here we ar I mean, 


beat to hell, and I'm literally laying in the floor of 


this lobby. This woman is on a chair with -- he didn't 


even leave his oxygen. 


I said, "Can you leave your oxygen?" No, I 
need that for my calls. Here, here is some information 
about her vital signs and stuff. I said, "We don't 


have any equipment. We got nothing. Technically we 


are off line. They have us off line, because we ar 


injured." 
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And he said, "Don't worry about it. Just 
kind of hang out with her and keep an eye on things.". 


Murray was pissed off, who the hell is this 


guy, because the two jerk lieutenants I mean the two 


jerk EMTs are sitting on the ground like this. We 


couldn't even stand any more, and we were like, do you 


have any allergies to medicine, going through, like, 


I'm going to treat this woman. Like, we couldn't do 
anything if anything ever happened anyway. 

Stupidest thing. I mean, again, like, we 
were living through it, you know, I mean, it didn't 
seem -- I mean, it bothered me. I said, like, "All 
right, you know, whatever." 

Now, this guy is a jerk, but we were there 
for over an hour waiting for an ambulance, and I 
remember thinking to myself, what the hell is this guy 
kidding me? If an ambulance actually did get 
dispatched, could you imagine an ambulance getting a 


call for a syncopal episode and dizziness at 100 Wall 


Street. Who the hell knows what's going on down by the 

trade center, what other kind of crap is coming in. 
This is a joke, and what are you guys kidding 

me? And eventually this knucklehead comes back, and I 


mean, I don't know what, you know, whether any of this 


59 
BRIAM SMITH 


gets archived or anything else -- 


QO. Don't worry about it. 
A. You know, the guy was an idiot, you know. I 
don't -- I'm not out to get anybody in trouble. Maybe 


the guy just couldn't think straight either, because it 


was hectic, so give him the benefit of the doubt, but 
he came back, and he said, "You guys are still here? 
The ambulance didn't come yet?" What are you an idiot? 
Murray was saying the whole -- he was mad as hell 
trying to -- he was, like, get up, see if you can find 
when this guy is coming back. When is the ambulance 
coming, and we kept calling, and we didn't get shit, 
and we -- you guys -- like I'm going to flag down 
somebody. I'm going to get you guys out of here, and 


he eventually gets a police van, whatever it was. It 


was a van of some sort, and the guy I mean he said 


to me -- he was, like, all right, listen, we are going 


to take her to Beekman. I want the two of you guys to 


go with her. You got to escort her to Beekman. 


I said,"What, are you kidding? What the hell 


is Beekman?" He said, "It's a hospital in Manhattan." 
I said, "Listen pal," I said, "wrong borough." I said, 
"I'm going to Brooklyn." I said, "I stopped here to 


see if we could help you out." 
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He said, "Well, like, as long as you guys 
make sure you get to an emergency room. You guys are 
hurt really bad." I said, "Yeah, no kidding." So we 

-- and I remember that Murray was kind of -- he was 
trying to convince us, too, to go to a hospital, go to 
Battalion 4, and maybe we could hook up with a ride 
from there, but, like I said, I was -- like I told him, 


I said, "Listen, we will meet up with you again." 


I remember when he first told me he was a 


lieutenant from BITS, too, because he was a lieutenant, 


but he was wearing, you know, stuff like you guys. I 
don't know what the hell he was a lieutenant of. So 
for a minute, I was, oh, EMS. I said, "Oh, what 


battalion?" He goes, "I'm with BITS," and I remember I 
started laughing. 
I said 31 Henry, Tour 1. 31 Henry, Tour 1. 


I said, "Don't forget it. If you catch us sleeping 
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remember us," but I said, "You know, we are going to 
hedge our bets, and we are going to try to walk down to 
the ferry, and we're going to see if, you know, we can 


hitch a ride over back over to Brooklyn, and we get 


down to the ferry, and we hav there was a surgeon 


that was over there that looked us over. 


We spent a little bit of time at the dock 


trying to figure out, you know, what ferry was leaving 
for Brooklyn, and eventually they got us ona ferry, 
but then they took us back off because they had -- they 
got us a ride with harbor patrol. 

All this time is, you know, hours are going 
by, you know, and we -- eventually the NYPD harbor 
patrol takes my partner and myself over to the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, because they said, you know, "Where do you 
want to go in Brooklyn?" I said, "Anywhere, wherever 


it is. I'll walk the rest of the way, get a cab, 


whatever, who cares. Just get me back out there." 
They took us in the Navy Yard, which is 


pretty close to here, so I was pretty happy, you know. 


I said, "This is great. If I have to, I know I can 
walk to the station." 
So we -- there was a security guard. I mean, 


there was a -- you know a small entourage of 
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firefighters on that side that met us. They walked us 
over to a van, and a security guard was there, and the 


security guard gave us a lift back to the station, and 


we got into the station, and I remember he pulled up, 
and, man, I was really hurting at this point. I was 


sore as hell, because I remember every bump that he hit 


going down Park and coming down, and I was, like, I'm 
going to murder this guy because he hit some big 
potholes, and we get into the station and Gordon and I, 
I mean, dragging ourselves with whatever we had left. 

I don't know what time it was. I'd have to 
look at my ACR's that people wrote on me, but I 
remember we came inside, and people were like -- they 


gave us, like, a double take, because they, you know, 


they all thought we were dead, because when we wer 


radioing out, the guys were in the lieutenant's office 


listening to the radio, because we were on Brooklyn 


North, and all they are hearing is us, you know, going 


through these transmissions. We are buried in here. 
We can't breathe, you know. The building came down 
us. We are trapped in the rubble, and these guys are 


all in here crying, thinking they are listening to us 
die. 


Meanwhile, you know, four hours later or five 
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hours, six hours, whatever the hell it is, we come 
stumbling into the engine bay that -- the garage there, 
and, again, I mean, we must have looked pretty awful. 


I mean I know I felt pretty awful by that 


point, but we got into the station, and like I said 


people did a double take. They were, like, oh, shit, 


you guys are alive, and they came in and like 


immediately like -- it was just like ants jumping on 


us, and, you know, sat us down, and got us some Gator 
Aid, took my boots off, and then started going through 
the, you know -- blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. 

You know, we have to take you to a hospital. 
I'm, like, I don't want to go to the hospital. Who 
cares what you want, that kind of thing. So it was 
kind of weird, you know, being on the opposite end. 


People -- what is your date of birth? What is your 


Social Security number? I'm, like, those are my 


questions. Don't be asking me that crap. 
So we went through the -- we went through the 
whole rigamarole. We were boarded and collared and did 


the whole nine yards and they took us over to KCH, and 


we went in there, but that was like the -- as badly as 


I was beaten up at the trade center, these guys, they 


were -- they murdered me. 
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He wasn't working. They called him in. He's 
working right now, but he's okay. It's just your 
father. No one has heard anything from him. 


So I called over to HazMat, and I was able to 


get through, and I said, "Listen, blah, blah, blah, 


take a message, and I'm trying to find out. What's the 


story?" Well, who's calling? I explained to him who I 
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was, where I was, and I remember the guy was crying. 

He said like, we lost them all, and after I 
got discharged from the County, I came back here, got 
changed, did some paperwork with the lieutenants, 
because I had the uniform here. I got changed, and one 


of the lieutenants here, one of my lieutenants -- one 


of the tour one lieutenants gave me a ride over to 


Haz-Mat 288 in Maspeth in Queens, and I went in there, 
because I figured maybe these guys would have, you 
know, some more news and what have you, and I went in 
there, and the captain pulled me in the office and 
basically went through the thing. 

He's, like, listen, you know -- because I 
told him. I said, "You know, don't beat around the 
bush with me. You know, I'm MOS." I said, "You know, 


other than the fact that I'm his family, so be 


straightforward with me." 


He said, "Well, the last radio transmission 


we had from your father, he was on the llth Floor of 


Tower 2, and then it came down, so we haven't heard a 
word from him since, and to this point, no one has 
heard anything from him since, so he's, you know -- 
they haven't made any kind of recovery or anything like 


else like that, but, you know, from there I get picked 
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up. 
One of my fire chiefs from my fire department 


on Long Island, a friend of mine came out to -- because 


they were only letting emergency vehicles in the city 


at that point. They shut down the expressway. So he 


came in. He picked me up. Went home, and the rest is, 
as they say, is history, but that's pretty much, you 
know, soup to nuts, I guess. 

Is there anything I missed on the question 
sheet? 

MR. DUN: This concludes the interview with 


BRIAM SMITH. The time is 934 hours. 


